[The diagnostic significance of the indices of oxygen-dependent neutrophil metabolism in rheumatism patients with a background of leukopenia].
Results are submitted of investigations designed to study parameters characterizing the peripheral blood neutrophil functional activity in leukopenias accompanying the course of rheumatism. Neutrophils were proved to be defective, their disturbed functional activity being manifested by the decrement of their ability to restore the NBT-test. There has been noted an inadequate augmentation of the metabolic activity following neutrophil stimulation as compared to results in healthy subjects. Of practical significance in the above investigations is screening of patients presenting with low values for the functional reserve of neutrophils as a threat to the early prediction of the course of pyo-inflammatory complications. It is suggested that a spontaneous NBT-test be used in the differential diagnosis of bacterial and non-bacterial complications while a stimulated NBT-test is believed to be helpful in identifying neutrophil dysfunction when results of a spontaneous NBT-test are at variance with clinical findings.